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PRESS RELEASE 
 

SES WORLD SKIES ORDERS NEW SATELLITE FROM ASTRIUM 
 

SES-6 to fuel growth for SES throughout the Americas 
 

   Princeton, NJ – May 18th, 2010 – SES WORLD SKIES, a division of SES S.A. 
(Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG), today announced that it has 
signed an agreement with Astrium, a wholly-owned subsidiary of EADS (Euronext Paris: 
EAD), for the procurement of a new satellite to be named SES-6.   
 
   Consistent with its approach at other orbital locations, the deployment of SES-6 to 
319.5 degrees East will meaningfully enhance a core SES video neighborhood while 
allowing NSS-806, the satellite currently at that location, to be relocated for other 
missions. 
 
   The 319.5 degrees East slot is home to one of the largest cable communities in Latin 
America, supporting video distribution including HD content to more than 5,000 cable 
head-ends serving some 18 million homes for key broadcasters such as Fox, Disney 
ESPN, MGM etc.  
 
   SES-6 will offer 50 percent more C-Band capacity for the cable community, and retain 
the unique capability to distribute content between the Americas and Europe on the 
same high powered beam. In addition SES-6 will offer a substantial upgrade to Ku-Band 
capacity in the region with dedicated high power beams over Brazil, South cone, the 
Andean region, North America, Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean, while also 
offering an innovative payload to support mobile maritime and aeronautical services on 
the highly demanded routes from North America, the Gulf of Mexico, across the north 
Atlantic and to Europe.    
 
   With 43 C-Band and 48 Ku-Band 36 MHz equivalent transponders (38 C-Band and 36 
Ku-Band physical transponders) the 6,000 kilogram satellite is expected to be launched 
in early 2013 and will have a design life of 15 years. 
 
   “Latin America and the Caribbean have demonstrated significant growth over the past 
few years and we expect this to continue. Our customers have told us that more 
capacity is needed, and we are delighted to be able to provide not only an early 
replacement, but also a meaningful upgrade to our Americas coverage,” said Robert 
Bednarek, President and CEO of SES WORLD SKIES.  “Astrium was able to offer an 
innovative satellite design providing us the capability to deploy capacity flexibly to the 
markets where we see demand developing over time.”  
 
   This satellite will be built on a Eurostar E3000 platform, the latest version of Astrium’s 
Eurostar series which has proven to be highly reliable in commercial service. 
 
   François Auque, CEO of Astrium said “This latest order from SES comes on top of the 
contract for four satellites they awarded to Astrium just six months ago, and positions 
Astrium as the key supplier for their two main operating divisions in America and 
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Europe. This demonstrates the high level of trust SES has placed in Astrium and we 
remain committed to maintaining this confidence in the future.” 
 
   Over 60 Eurostar satellites have been ordered to date. SES has already ordered 
seven Eurostar E3000s: ASTRA 1M, which entered into service in 2008; ASTRA 3B, 
which is scheduled for launch in late May, ASTRA 1N, which was ordered in 2008 and 
expected to be delivered in early 2011, and Astra 2E, 2F, 2G and 5B, four multi-mission 
satellites ordered to meet the demands of the largest DTH broadcasters in Europe, and 
to fuel growth in Eastern Europe, Africa and the Middle East. 
 
   The new SES-6 satellite, which is nearly twice as large as NSS-806, will have a total 
of five steerable Ku-band beams, including four beams for the Americas and one beam 
covering the Atlantic ocean region. 
 
   For further information please contact: 
   Yves Feltes 
   Media Relations 
   SES WORLD SKIES 
   Tel: +352 710 725 311 
   Yves.Feltes@ses.com 

 
 
 

 
About SES WORLD SKIES 
SES WORLD SKIES is the new division of SES, created through the combination of the former SES NEW 
SKIES and SES AMERICOM. The company operates a fleet of 27 satellites - part of the 43 spacecraft of 
the SES group - delivering services as diverse as television distribution and broadcast, internet access, 
data transmission and business and government communications to customers worldwide. SES WORLD 
SKIES currently has four additional satellites under construction. The company’s unique customer-
focused approach allows it to offer the best satellite solutions for a host of business and government 
requirements, with a view toward helping customers meet their short-term challenges and realize their 
longer-term goals. SES WORLD SKIES comprises a world-class team of customer care and technical 
professionals located in Princeton (NJ), The Hague, Washington, D.C., Singapore, Beijing, London, Sao 
Paulo, Mexico City, Sydney, Accra and Johannesburg. Visit www.ses.com for more information. 
 
About SES 
SES (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) wholly owns the market-leading satellite 
operators SES ASTRA and SES WORLD SKIES, and participations in Ciel in Canada, QuetzSat in 
Mexico as well as a strategic participation in satellite infrastructure start-up O3b Networks. SES 
provides outstanding satellite communications solutions via a global fleet of 43 satellites in 26 orbital 
locations. For further information: www.ses.com 
 
About Astrium 

 
Astrium, a wholly owned subsidiary of EADS, is dedicated to providing civil and defence space systems 
and services. In 2009, Astrium had a turnover of €4.8 billion and more than 15,000 employees in France, 
Germany, the United Kingdom, Spain and the Netherlands. Its three main areas of activity are Astrium 
Space Transportation for launchers and orbital infrastructure, Astrium Satellites for spacecraft and ground 
segment and Astrium Services for the development and provision of secure and commercial satcoms and 
networks, high security satellite communications equipment, geo-information products and services, and 
navigation services. 
 
EADS is a global leader in aerospace, defence and related services. In 2009, EADS generated revenues 
of €42.8 billion and employed a workforce of more than 119, 000. 
 
Press contacts: 
 
Matthieu Duvelleroy (Astrium FR)  Tel.: +33 (0) 1 77 75 80 32 
Ralph Heinrich (Astrium GER)     Tel.: +49 (0) 89 607 33971 
Francisco Lechón (Astrium SP)    Tel.: +34 91 586 37 41 
Daniel Mosely (Astrium UK)      Tel.: +44 (0)1 438 77 8180 
 

www.astrium.eads.net 


