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PRESS RELEASE 
 

SES WORLD SKIES COMMISSIONS SES-8 FOR ASIAN DTH OPERATIONS 
 

Orbital Sciences to build new satellite for launch in 2013  
to provide incremental capacity  

 
   The Hague, February 17, 2011 – In order to respond to the strong demand for 
additional DTH capacity in Asia, SES WORLD SKIES, a division of SES S.A. (Euronext 
Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG), today announced that it has 
commissioned the SES-8 spacecraft from Orbital Sciences Corporation (NYSE: ORB) 
for a launch in the first quarter of 2013. 
 
   SES-8 will feature 33 high-power Ku-band (36 MHz-equivalent) transponders and will 
be co-positioned with the NSS-6 satellite at the orbital location of 95 degrees East. 
SES-8 is a medium-sized satellite with beams focused on South Asia (India) and Indo-
China (Thailand, Vietnam, Laos) to support existing DTH customers with back-up and 
growth transponder capacity. The spacecraft will be built on Orbital’s flight-proven STAR 
spacecraft platform and will generate approximately 5.0 kilowatts of payload power. 
 
   The 95 degrees East orbital slot is a cornerstone of the SES strategy in Asia. NSS-6, 
the satellite currently located at 95 degrees East is operating at 95%+ fill rates and is 
home to the largest DTH operator in India, Dish TV, with over 9.6 Million Subscribers. 
India is the fastest growing DTH market in the world with an estimated 30 million 
subscribers and is projected to overtake the US as the largest DTH market. The 95 
degrees East orbital location is also home to major CATV and DTH operations for the 
Thai market supporting 4.5 Million viewers. In addition, 95 degrees East supports key 
customers in the Middle East, Afghanistan, Australia, Papua New Guinea, and Korea, 
including the Armed Forces Radio and Television Service (AFRTS) Network distribution 
platform. SES continues to see robust growth in the emerging markets, particularly in 
West Asia, India, South East Asia. SES-8 thus provides the opportunity to support key 
strategic customers with their growth plans and to build on the extremely valuable video 
and data neighborhood. 
 
   States Rob Bednarek, President and CEO of SES WORLD SKIES: “SES-8 will 
provide incremental capacity at the well-established orbital position of 95 degrees East, 
which already features five DTH platforms and supports key telecom infrastructure and 
broadband networks across the Middle East and Asia. SES-8 is SES’ sixth procurement 
of a STAR series spacecraft from Orbital, and we look forward to another successful 
mission that will provide our customers in Asia with new, state-of-the-art capacity for 
growth.” 
 
   Commenting on the contract award, Christopher Richmond, Orbital’s Senior Vice 
President and head of its communications satellite unit, said, “We are very appreciative 
that SES continues to rely on our STAR satellites as a mainstay in their global fleet.  
With three Orbital-built spacecraft already deployed in the SES fleet, along with the two 
currently in production, the new SES-8 satellite will be the latest successful 
collaboration between our two companies. We will continue to work closely with the 
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SES team to build on our already solid relationship and help ensure SES meets the 
needs of its customers.” 
 
About Orbital 
 
Orbital develops and manufactures small- and medium-class rockets and space systems for 
commercial, military and civil government customers.  The company’s primary products are 
satellites and launch vehicles, including low-Earth orbit, geosynchronous-Earth orbit and 
planetary exploration spacecraft for communications, remote sensing, scientific and defense 
missions; human-rated space systems for Earth-orbit, lunar and other missions; ground- and air-
launched rockets that deliver satellites into orbit; and missile defense systems that are used as 
interceptor and target vehicles.  Orbital also provides satellite subsystems and space-related 
technical services to U.S. Government agencies and laboratories. 
 
More information about Orbital can be found at http://www.orbital.com 
 
About SES WORLD SKIES  
 
SES WORLD SKIES is the global SES division that operates a fleet of 28 satellites – part of the 
44 spacecraft of the SES group – delivering services as diverse as television distribution and 
broadcast, internet access, data transmission and business and government communications to 
customers worldwide.  The company’s unique customer-focused approach allows it to offer the 
best satellite solutions for a host of business and government requirements, with a view toward 
helping customers meet their short-term challenges and realize their longer-term goals. SES 
WORLD SKIES comprises a world-class team of customer care and technical professionals 
located in Princeton (NJ), The Hague, Washington, D.C., Singapore, London, Sao Paulo, 
Mexico City, Sydney, Accra and Johannesburg. 
 
Visit www.ses.com for more information. 
 
About SES 
SES (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) wholly owns the market-leading 
satellite operators SES ASTRA and SES WORLD SKIES and participations in Ciel in Canada 
and QuetzSat in Mexico as well as a strategic participation in satellite infrastructure start-up O3b 
Networks. SES provides outstanding satellite communications solutions via a global fleet of 44 
satellites. For further information please visit www.ses.com. 
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