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SES ASTRA INCREASES SPEED FOR ASTRA2CONNECT BEYOND 10 MBit/s 

Luxembourg, 24 May 2011 – SES ASTRA, an SES company (Euronext Paris and 
Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG), announced today that it will increase the download 
speed for ASTRA2Connect to beyond 10 Mbit/s by providing additional capacity from its 28.2 
degrees East orbital position.  

 ASTRA2Connect is expected to serve more than 80,000 end-users in Europe by the end of 
May from its 23.5 degrees East orbital position and is Europe's largest satellite-based 
broadband network. With the decision to provide additional capacity from 28.2 degrees East, 
SES ASTRA brings its successful service to the next level of development.  

In June 2011, SES ASTRA will start to provide higher download speeds of up to 6 Mbit/s in 
its existing Ku-band offerings. All new terminals deployed are “Ka-band ready” allowing end 
users to easily migrate to ASTRA’s Ka-band services once they will become available in 
2012. In September 2012, SES ASTRA will start to bring Ka-band capacity at 28.2 degrees 
East into use supporting download speeds of 10 Mbit/s and more. The ASTRA2Connect Ka-
band capacity will become available on SES ASTRA’s 2E, 2F and 2G spacecraft, scheduled 
for launch between 2012 and 2014.  

Ferdinand Kayser, Chief Commercial Officer at SES, said: “We are very proud that 
ASTRA2Connect has become the largest satellite broadband network in Europe helping to 
bridge the digital gap in many rural regions. More than 80,000 end users and a strong 
network of distribution partners including Deutsche Telekom and Nordnet of France Telecom 
demonstrate our success. I am convinced that our decision to invest into additional capacity 
and support higher broadband speeds will strengthen our offer and help us to further grow 
our customer base.”   

ASTRA2Connect is offered via 27 distribution partners to end-customers and businesses in 
more than 50 countries in Europe, the Middle East and Africa. SES ASTRA most recently 
introduced a new technology to provide ASTRA2Connect to entire communities without end-
users having to install their own satellite antenna.  

For more information please contact:  

Markus Payer 
SES ASTRA 
+ 352 710 725 500 
markus.payer@ses-astra.com  
 

About SES ASTRA  

SES ASTRA is the leading Direct-to-Home (DTH) satellite system in Europe. The satellite fleet currently 
comprises 17 satellites which deliver services to more than 135 million households and transmit more than 2,500 
television and radio channels. SES ASTRA also provides satellite-based multimedia, internet and 
telecommunication services to enterprises, governments and their agencies. With more than 200 High Definition 
(HD) channels, ASTRA is the most important HDTV platform for Europe's leading broadcasters. The orbital 
positions for SES ASTRA are 19.2 degrees East, 28.2 degrees East, 23.5 degrees East, 5 degrees East and 
31.5 degrees East. For further information: www.ses-astra.com.  

About SES 

SES (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) wholly owns the market-leading satellite 
operators SES ASTRA and SES WORLD SKIES, and participations in Ciel in Canada, QuetzSat in Mexico as 
well as a strategic participation in satellite infrastructure start-up O3b Networks. SES provides outstanding 
satellite communications solutions via a global fleet of 44 satellites. For further information: www.ses.com 
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