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PRESS RELEASE 
 
 

LAUNCH OF ASTRA 1N SATELLITE POSTPONED UNTIL LATE JULY 
 
 

Luxembourg, July 4th 2011. – SES S.A. (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: 
SESG), announces that the launch of its new ASTRA 1N satellite has been postponed due 
to an anomaly that occurred during the final launch count-down on July 1st, 2011.  
Following the anomaly detected on Friday during the launch attempt, Arianespace has 
decided to replace the valve of the EPC (the main cryogenic stage), which did not function 
nominally. In order to carry out this operation, the Ariane 5 ECA launch vehicle has been 
rolled back into the Final Assembly Building (BAF). The valve’s replacement and the ensuing 
operations should require approximately 20 days. 
 
Arianespace will reschedule the launch shortly.  
 
The launch vehicle and its payload, the ASTRA 1N and the BSAT-3c/JCSAT-110R satellite 
are maintained in fully safe conditions. 

 
ASTRA 1N is scheduled for launch on board an Ariane 5 rocket from Kourou, French 
Guiana. The new ASTRA satellite was built by Astrium in Toulouse, France, and is intended 
to first provide interim replacement capacity at the orbital location of 28.2° East. The satellite 
will subsequently be moved to 19.2° East, from where it will mainly serve the German, 
French and Spanish markets. 

 
For further information please contact: 
 
Yves Feltes 
Media Relations 
Tel. +352 710 725 311 
Yves.Feltes@ses.com 
 

About SES 

SES (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) wholly owns the market-
leading satellite operators SES ASTRA and SES WORLD SKIES, and participations in Ciel 
in Canada and QuetzSat in Mexico as well as a strategic participation in satellite 
infrastructure start-up O3b Networks. SES provides outstanding satellite communications 
solutions via a global fleet of 44 satellites. For further information: www.ses.com 

 

 


