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PRESS RELEASE 
 

GLOBECAST EXPANDS AFRICAN SATELLITE CAPACITY WITH SES 
 

Increased coverage for broadcasters over sub-Saharan Africa thanks to two 
additional transponders on SES-4 and ASTRA-4A 

 
Luxembourg/ Amsterdam, 08 September 2011 – Global satellite operator SES S.A. 
(Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) and content management and 
delivery company GlobeCast announced today that GlobeCast has contracted a transponder 
on the SES-4 satellite as well as an additional transponder on ASTRA-4A to launch two new 
satellite broadcast platforms serving the sub-Saharan African region. Including this new 
capacity, GlobeCast is now using three SES transponders for direct to home (DTH) in the 
African market. 
 
ASTRA-4A provides extensive coverage of sub-Saharan Africa from the 5 degrees East 
orbital position. GlobeCast has succeeded in filling its first transponder on the satellite and is 
now acquiring an additional transponder to meet increasing demand to serve the sub-
Saharan market.  
 
SES-4 will be launched in Q4 of this year from Baikonur, Kazakhstan. The satellite will be 
positioned at 338 degrees East and will provide enhanced coverage and capacity across 
Europe, the Middle East, Africa, Western Africa and Latin America. 338 degrees East is 
SES' successful orbital position for sub-Saharan Africa featuring an attractive programme 
neighbourhood including CANALSAT - francophone Africa’s leading Pay-TV bouquet - 
distributed by CANAL+ AFRIQUE. 
 
Ferdinand Kayser, Chief Commercial Officer of SES, said: “The agreement with GlobeCast 
demonstrates the strong dynamics in the sub-Saharan African region. It shows that a 
growing middle class is increasingly seeking access to TV content. We are convinced that 
with GlobeCast, the market will further develop successfully and look forward to seeing 
additional programme and content choice becoming available in the future.” 
 
Philippe Rouxel, Chief Marketing Officer of GlobeCast said: “On ASTRA-4A, GlobeCast has 
already seen successful uptake of the platform, with a range of African and international 
free-to-air channels already filling the first transponder. Globecast has now contracted 
additional capacity from SES to respond to the growing demand of its broadcast clients for 
capacity in the region. With its new platform on SES-4, GlobeCast will offer comprehensive 
coverage of Western Africa and be able to accommodate the growing demand coming from 
that region.” 
 

For further information please contact: 
Markus Payer 
SES 
Tel + 352 710 725 500 
markus.payer@ses.com 
 
 
About SES 

SES is a world-leading satellite operator with a fleet of 47 geostationary satellites. The company provides satellite 
communications services to broadcasters, content and internet service providers, mobile and fixed network  
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operators and business and governmental organisations worldwide. The SES global satellite fleet is 
complemented by a network of teleports allowing customers to reach 99% of the world's population.  

SES stands for long-lasting business relationships, high-quality service and excellence in the broadcasting 
industry. The culturally diverse regional teams of SES are located around the globe and work closely with 
customers to meet their specific satellite bandwidth and service requirements.  

SES (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) holds participations in Ciel in Canada and 
QuetzSat in Mexico, as well as a strategic participation in satellite infrastructure start-up O3b Networks. 

 


