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SES SECURES FURTHER CONTRACT  
WITH CHANNEL 4 ON ASTRA 1N 

Luxembourg, 4 October 2011 - SES S.A. (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock 
Exchange: SESG), Europe’s premier direct-to-home (DTH) satellite operator, has secured a 
further long-term contract with Channel 4 in the UK to provide additional capacity on its 
recently launched ASTRA 1N spacecraft. Channel 4 already has three transponders under 
contract at SES's 28.2˚East orbital slot. 

The new capacity on ASTRA 1N will be used to transmit Channel 4’s main high-definition 
(HD) service together with further HD services over the coming years. 

SES will bring into service three new satellites at 28.2˚East from 2012 to 2014, ASTRA 2F, 
2E and 2G, providing additional capacity and greater back-up, together with more power 
and operational flexibility, for its customers in the UK and Ireland. 

Channel 4 was founded in 1982 as a public service broadcaster and regularly reaches 
more than 35 million viewers each week. Its HD service will be delivered to Sky and 
Freesat households, representing over 12 million UK homes. 

Kevin Burrows, Channel 4’s Chief Technology Officer (CTO) Broadcast and Distribution 
said, “HDTV is an essential part of our channel line-up going forward and this new capacity 
will enable us to provide our viewers with Channel 4’s portfolio of HD services. We have a 
long-running and very successful relationship with SES that is based on the company’s 
understanding of our business, its excellent level of reliability and its technical expertise. 
For us, SES was a natural choice when it came to expanding our broadcast capacity.”  

Ferdinand Kayser, Chief Commercial Officer at SES, said, “We have worked closely with 
Channel 4 for the past seven years and are delighted that Channel 4 has renewed their 
confidence in SES. Our new agreement is further proof of the strong demand for new HD 
services in the UK market.” 

For further information please contact: 
 
Markus Payer 
Market Communication & PR 
Tel. +352 710 725 500 
Markus.Payer@ses.com 
 
About SES  

SES is a world-leading satellite operator with a fleet of 49 geostationary satellites. The 
company provides satellite communications services to broadcasters, content and internet 
service providers, mobile and fixed network operators and business and governmental 
organisations worldwide.  

SES stands for long-lasting business relationships, high-quality service and excellence in 
the broadcasting industry. The culturally diverse regional teams of SES are located around 
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the globe and work closely with customers to meet their specific satellite bandwidth and 
service requirements.  

SES (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) holds participations in Ciel 
in Canada and QuetzSat in Mexico, as well as a strategic participation in satellite 
infrastructure start-up O3b Networks. Further information under: www.ses.com. 

 


