
 

 
 
Press release 

 
SES grows its 23.5 degrees East reach in Benelux by 20 percent  

 
Luxembourg, April 18, 2012 - SES (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: 
SESG) announced today that the technical reach of its ASTRA Satellite System in the 
Benelux markets from the 23.5 degrees East orbital position has increased by more than 
140,000 households to 870,000, an annual growth of 20 percent. In total, 1.1 million homes 
in the Benelux are today receiving their programmes from ASTRA. 80 percent of them are 
receiving programmes from the two orbital positions 23.5 and 19.2 degrees East while the 
other 20 percent are served from 19.2 degrees East only. 
 
These are the results of the year-end Satellite Monitor that SES presents annually.  
 
The rapid growth of the ASTRA 23.5 degrees East reach in the Netherlands and Belgium 
has been fuelled by the launch of Dutch regional channels and a wide range of HD 
channels via M7 Group-owned providers CanalDigitaal and TV VLAANDEREN. The orbital 
position 23.5 degrees East is also used for the transmission of the Luxembourg TV 
channels.  
 
The dual reception device DUO LNB enables ASTRA households to receive programmes 
from both orbital positions, 19.2 and 23.5 degrees East, allowing them to watch a wide 
range of free-to-air HD channels from the neighbouring German speaking market. The 
ASTRA Satellite System is home to the largest HD platform in the Benelux, with more than 
40 HD channels. The French-speaking part of Belgium receives a wide range of channels 
including all Wallonian and French channels via the 19.2 degrees East position as part of 
the M7-owned TéléSAT bouquet. 
 
Norbert Hölzle, Senior Vice President Commercial Europe, said: “We are very happy with 
the outcome of the SES Satellite Monitor. It confirms that, in only five years time, ASTRA 
23.5 degrees East has firmly established itself as the leading and fastest growing satellite 
position for the Benelux region, in conjunction with the ASTRA 19.2 degrees East position. 
This great success in a region formerly dominated by terrestrial infrastructures is the result 
of a very close and solid cooperation between all market partners involved: M7 Group, free-
tv  broadcasters, the satellite equipment resellers, installers and SES.”. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Markus Payer 
Market Communication & PR 
Tel. +352 710 725 500 
Markus.Payer@ses.com 

Follow us on:  
Twitter: https://twitter.com/SES_Satellites 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SES.YourSatelliteCompany 

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/SESVideoChannel 

Blog: http://en.ses.com/4243715/blog  
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Find pictures and videos under: http://www.ses.com/4245221/library 

 

About SES  

SES is a world-leading satellite operator with a fleet of 50 geostationary satellites. The company 
provides satellite communications services to broadcasters, content and internet service providers, 
mobile and fixed network operators and business and governmental organisations worldwide.  

SES stands for long-lasting business relationships, high-quality service and excellence in the 
broadcasting industry. The culturally diverse regional teams of SES are located around the globe 
and work closely with customers to meet their specific satellite bandwidth and service requirements.  

SES (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) holds participations in Ciel in 
Canada and QuetzSat in Mexico, as well as a strategic participation in satellite infrastructure start-up 
O3b Networks. Further information under: www.ses.com. 


