
 

 
 
Press release 

SES TECHCOM TO SUPPORT AIRCRAFT TRACKING FROM SPACE 
 

Proba V demonstration mission successfully launched 
 
   Luxembourg May 14, 2013 – SES Techcom, a subsidiary of SES S.A. (NYSE Euronext Paris and 
Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG), announces the launch of the first space-based Automatic 
Dependent Surveillance – Broadcast (ADS-B) system to monitor air traffic around the globe.  
 
   The ADS-B system is operating on the Proba V satellite of the European Space Agency. Proba V 
was successfully orbited on May 6, 2013, on board Vega, Europe’s small-satellite launch vehicle, 
during its second successful launch. SES Techcom and DLR German Aerospace Center have 
provided an instrument that detects ADS-B signals emitted by aircraft from space and a ground 
solution for data processing and system performance management. In the frame of the project, SES 
Techcom developed and implemented the ground data processing center, which retrieves, 
processes, analyses and stores all ADS-B data received from the Proba V satellite. 
 
   On-orbit ADS-B instruments with the potential for worldwide coverage can detect and track aircraft, 
especially in areas not covered by ground-based radar, such as oceans or polar regions. Aircraft 
fitted with ADS-B broadcast their position, altitude, velocity and other measurements on an 
automatic basis every second or so. With ADS-B transmissions, aircraft remain continuously visible 
not only to ground controllers but also to other suitably equipped planes. Proba V will demonstrate 
how many aircraft of which type can be observed worldwide – different-sized aircraft are assigned 
ADB-S systems with different signal strengths. The ADS-B system is being phased in on a worldwide 
basis; all aircraft entering European airspace will to be equipped with it by 2015. 
 
   States Gerhard Bethscheider, Managing Director of SES Techcom S.A.: “This exciting project aims 
at improving air traffic safety on a global scale. It is the result of a long term partnership between 
SES Techcom and DLR and is an important milestone on the roadmap for satellite-based ADS-B 
services. The Proba V demonstration mission allows for the first time the detection of ADS-B signals 
from 820 km up in orbit and for us to assess the feasibility of exploiting signals from that altitude for 
future commercial services.” 
 
   The operation of the ADS-B payload is under the responsibility of DLR German Aerospace Center, 
while SES Techcom is in charge of the validation of the received ADS-B data. 
 
For further information please contact: 

Yves Feltes 
Media Relations 
Tel. +352 710 725 311 
Yves.Feltes@ses.com  
 
Follow us on:  
Twitter: https://twitter.com/SES_Satellites 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SES.YourSatelliteCompany 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/SESVideoChannel 
Blog: http://en.ses.com/4243715/blog  

Find pictures and videos under: http://www.ses.com/4245221/library 
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About SES  

SES is a world-leading satellite operator with a fleet of 52 geostationary satellites. The company 
provides satellite communications services to broadcasters, content and internet service providers, 
mobile and fixed network operators and business and governmental organisations worldwide.  

SES stands for long-lasting business relationships, high-quality service and excellence in the 
broadcasting industry. The culturally diverse regional teams of SES are located around the globe 
and work closely with customers to meet their specific satellite bandwidth and service requirements.  

SES (NYSE Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) holds participations in Ciel in 
Canada and QuetzSat in Mexico, as well as a strategic participation in satellite infrastructure start-up 
O3b Networks. Further information under: www.ses.com. 


