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SES ENABLES REMOTELY PILOTED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM IN NON-SEGREGATED AIRSPACE VIA 
SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS CAPACITY AND SERVICES 

 
Luxembourg, May 30, 2013 – SES Techcom, a subsidiary of SES S.A. (NYSE Euronext 
Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG), announced today that it has successfully 
supported satellite communication links with a Remotely Piloted Aircraft System (RPAS),  
using SES Ku-band capacity, to establish reliable  command and control, Air Traffic Control 
and Mission data transfer. 
 
The DeSIRE (Demonstration of Satellites enabling the Insertion of RPAS in Europe) 
initiative, is an ESA-EDA (European Space Agency-European Defence  Agency) project in 
which SES is involved, together with partners such as ThalesAleniaSpace and AT-one (an 
European Economic Interest Group consisting of Dutch Aerospace Laboratory NLR and 
German Aerospace Centre DLR). The initiative follows another ESA study (ESA SINUE) 
during which SES was already partnering with INDRA, the Spanish information technology 
and defense systems company. 
 
The demonstration involved the deployment of a Heron-1 RPAS, using safe and secure 
Satcoms provided by SES, for maritime surveillance applications offshore Spain. The 
project demonstrated the safe operation of RPAS in non-segregated airspace using satellite 
communications. Several partners, such as the GUCI (Spanish "Guardia Civil") and AENA 
(Aeropuertos Españoles y Navegación Aérea), supported the project. 
 
For further information please contact: 
Yves Feltes 
Media Relations 
Tel. +352 710 725 311 
Yves.Feltes@ses.com        
  
 About SES         
SES is a world-leading satellite operator with a fleet of 52 geostationary satellites. The 
company provides satellite communications services to broadcasters, content and internet 
service providers, mobile and fixed network operators and business and governmental 
organisations worldwide. 
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SES stands for long-lasting business relationships, high-quality service and excellence in 
the satellite communications industry. The culturally diverse regional teams of SES are 
located around the globe and work closely with customers to meet their specific satellite 
bandwidth and service requirements. 
 
SES (NYSE Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) holds participations 
in Ciel in Canada and QuetzSat in Mexico, as well as a strategic participation in satellite 
infrastructure start-up O3b Networks. Further information under: www.ses.com. 


