
 

 
Pharnext strengthens its Senior Leadership Team with the appointment 

of Scott Johnson as VP, Head of Quality 
 

PARIS, France, January 4th, 2023, 08:30 am CET – Pharnext SA (FR001400BV89 - ALPHA) (the “Company”), an 

advanced late-clinical stage biopharmaceutical company developing novel therapeutics for neurodegenerative diseases 

with high unmet medical need, today announces the appointment of Scott Johnson as VP, Head of Quality. This 

appointment further strengthens the Company’s Senior Leadership Team (SLT) at the start of this important year, notably 

with the anticipated topline results of the pivotal Phase III clinical study of the drug candidate PXT3003, the PREMIER trial, 

in development for Charcot-Marie-Tooth disease type 1A (CMT1A). 

 

 

More than 15 years’ experience in Quality and Compliance in Healthcare 

 

Scott has more than 15 years of experience in quality management and compliance within the healthcare sector. He joins 

from Oyster Point Pharma, where he was Head of Quality Assurance. There, he established and implemented a 

comprehensive quality management system and oversaw all quality-related functions during the submission of an NDA 

application and successful launch of Oyster Point’s first commercial product. Prior to Oyster, Scott served as Director, 

Quality Assurance at Lupin Pharmaceuticals where he had overall responsibility for quality and compliance. He has also 

held roles at Johnson & Johnson and Warner Chilcott. Scott has a BA in Organizational Management from the Eastern 

University, St. David’s, PA and previously served in the United States Navy. 

 

At Pharnext, Scott will continue to develop and maintain the Company’s Quality strategy and ensure its operational 

execution. He will oversee the Quality activities in the areas of Manufacturing (Good Manufacturing Practices), Laboratory 

(Good Laboratory Practices) and Clinical (Good Clinical Practices) to ensure compliance with regulatory requirements. 

Scott will also be responsible for promoting a quality mindset across the Company and working with cross-departmental 

leadership to ensure the delivery of high-quality products and services. 

 

 

A renewed and enriched SLT 

 

With this new appointment, Pharnext strategically completes its SLT, which is now composed of experts in their field, 

namely: 

• Hugo Brugière, MSc, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer since December 2022, is a serial entrepreneur with 

more than twenty companies to his credit, he has specialized in stock market and restructuring/turnarounds of 

listed companies. 

• Burkhard Blank, MD, Chief Medical Officer since January 2022, has over 25 years of experience in global drug 

development, medical and regulatory affairs, and pharmacovigilance. 

• Rob Quinn, PhD, Chief Financial Officer since September 2022, has raised more than €200 million in financing 

to date in his career. 

• Xavier Paoli, MSc, Chief Operating Officer since April 2014, has almost 20 years of experience in drug 

commercialization, notably for diseases with high unmet medical need without acceptable therapeutic solutions. 

• Antoine Gravelle, General Counsel since July 2022, has over 15 years of legal experience in the pharmaceutical 

and biotech sector, notably at Sanofi, Cellectis and OSE Immunotherapeutics. 

• Raj Thota, MSc, Chief Manufacturing Officer and Head of CMC since August 2021, has over 28 years of 

experience. Throughout his career, Raj has successfully led the development, optimization and launch of 

Xtampza® ER Capsules, Vimovo® Tablets, Osmolex® CR Tablets and Entocort® ER Capsules, and many more 

complex and patentable clinical stage molecules. 

• Melissa Israel, BSc, VP, Clinical Operations since December 2020, has over 30 years of clinical research 

experience as a results-driven clinical operations leader at Gan & Lee Pharmaceuticals, Johnson & Johnson 

Consumer, Pfizer Consumer Healthcare, Pfizer, Inc. and Rhône-Poulenc Rorer (now Sanofi). 



 
 

 

   

• Abhijit Pangu, MPharm, Head of Regulatory Affairs since October 2021, has over 20 years of pharmaceutical 

industry experience in navigating drug development with global regulatory authorities. 

 

Hugo Brugière, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Pharnext, commented: “I look forward to working with Scott 

and am delighted to welcome him to the Pharnext Senior Leadership Team. His experience in quality assurance through 

the supply chain will be invaluable to Pharnext as we continue to progress our lead candidate PXT3003 in the pivotal 

Phase III PREMIER trial to treat Charcot-Marie-Tooth disease type 1A.” 

 

On his appointment as VP, Head of Quality, Scott Johnson commented: “I am thrilled to join Pharnext at such an 

important time. Pharnext is moving closer to its goal of bringing a much-needed treatment option to patients with CMT1A 

and I am excited to be part of this important journey.” 

 

 

About Pharnext 

Pharnext is an advanced clinical-stage biopharmaceutical company developing novel therapeutics for neurodegenerative 

diseases that currently lack curative and/or disease-modifying treatments. Pharnext has two lead products in clinical 

development. PXT3003 completed an international Phase III trial with positive topline results for the treatment of Charcot-

Marie-Tooth disease type 1A (‘CMT1A’) and benefits from orphan drug status in Europe and the United States. An 

international pivotal Phase III study of PXT3003 in CMT1A, the PREMIER trial, is currently ongoing. PXT864 has generated 

encouraging Phase II results in Alzheimer’s disease and will be advanced through partnerships. Both of Pharnext’s lead 

assets originated from the Pleotherapy™ R&D approach. Pharnext draws the attention of investors to the financial and 

other risk factors detailed in its financial reports. More information can be found at www.pharnext.com.  

Pharnext is listed on the Euronext Growth Stock Exchange in Paris (ISIN code: FR001400BV89). 
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