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O3b Satellites Arrive at Kourou for March Launch 

 

Four new satellites to scale up the only fully-funded and proven non-geostationary constellation 
providing the world’s only low-latency, fibre-like connectivity for data services delivered from 

space 

 
Luxembourg, 07 February 2019 -- Four new O3b Medium Earth Orbit (MEO) satellites have 
arrived safely at the Guiana Space Centre in Kourou, French Guiana, in preparation for launch 
by a Soyuz rocket from Arianespace in late March 2019, SES announced today. 
 
The new Ka-band satellites will join SES’s existing constellation of 16 MEO satellites 
manufactured by Thales Alenia Space, orbiting at approximately 8,000 km from Earth and serving 
customers based in more than 40 countries. By increasing the size of the constellation from 16 to 
20 satellites, SES Networks will offer enhanced coverage while providing greater service 
availability and reliability to cater to the increasing demand for bandwidth in the government, 
telecom, cloud, maritime and energy markets. 
 
The O3b fleet of MEO satellites is the only proven non-geostationary (NGSO) constellation to 
provide carrier-grade commercial broadband services today. O3b is the only satellite-based 
system capable of delivering MEF Carrier Ethernet 2.0 (CE2.0) certified services, which meet the 
same stringent functional and performance requirements of CE2.0-certified terrestrial fibre 
services. The combination of O3b’s fibre-equivalent performance and massive geographic reach 
means the system can deliver high-performance data solutions – including cloud services and 
applications – across the globe. Enabled by the O3b system, SES Networks is the only satellite-
based provider to be certified as an IBM Cloud Direct Link Service Provider.  
 
With these four new satellites, SES completes the first generation of a unique high-power, high-
throughput fleet of 20 satellites operating in MEO. Each satellite has a mass of approximately 700 
kilograms at lift-off and provides capacity of more than 10 Gigabits per second. Additionally, the 
MEO system’s next generation, O3b mPOWER, is the only fully-funded NGSO broadband system 
in development, and will be fully-integrated and backward compatible with the existing O3b 
system starting in 2021.  
 
“Since becoming operational in 2014, the unique offering of the O3b MEO system has 
transformed communities and disrupted industries by empowering people with new 
opportunities,” said Ruy Pinto, Chief Technology Officer at SES. “Expanding the O3b constellation 
enables us to continue elevating the connectivity experience, driving digital transformation and 
increasing cloud-scale adoption, by seamlessly integrating satellite-based services into the 
broader global terrestrial network.” 
  



 
 
 
 
 

For further information please contact: 
 
Markus Payer 
Corporate Communications & PR 
Tel. +352 710 725 500 
Markus.Payer@ses.com 
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About SES 
 
SES is the world’s leading satellite operator with over 70 satellites in two different orbits, Geostationary 
Orbit (GEO) and Medium Earth Orbit (MEO). It provides a diverse range of customers with global video 
distribution and data connectivity services through two business units: SES Video and SES Networks. SES 
Video reaches over 351 million TV homes, through Direct-to-Home (DTH) platforms and cable, terrestrial, 
and IPTV networks globally. The SES Video portfolio includes MX1, a leading media service provider 
offering a full suite of innovative services for both linear and digital distribution, and the ASTRA satellite 
system, which has the largest DTH television reach in Europe. SES Networks provides global managed 
data services, connecting people in a variety of sectors including telecommunications, maritime, 
aeronautical, and energy, as well as governments and institutions across the world. The SES Networks 
portfolio includes GovSat, a 50/50 public-private partnership between SES and the Luxembourg 
government, and O3b, the only non-geostationary system delivering fibre-like broadband services today. 
Further information is available at: www.ses.com 
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