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SES to Deliver Premium Broadcast-Grade Cloud 

Service for Media Delivery on Microsoft Azure 

SES to demonstrate new media delivery service on Microsoft Azure at IBC2019 in Amsterdam 
  
Luxembourg, 9 September 2019 — SES announced today it is developing a broadcast-grade 
managed cloud service offering on Microsoft Azure as a result of an expanded collaboration with 
Microsoft. Benefitting from Azure’s extensive cloud and AI capabilities, and its own expertise in 
providing managed services for leading broadcasters and media companies worldwide, SES is 
transforming media service delivery via the cloud.  
 
This service will provide end-to-end, service-level agreement (SLA)-based media delivery 
services on Azure, giving broadcasters and media companies the flexibility and scalability that 
are essential in today’s rapidly changing media environment. Bringing the most relevant content 
to the cloud and providing innovative services covering the entire video value chain – ingest, 
playout, and delivery – will enable media companies to scale and address the consumer’s growing 
demand for a premium viewing experience on every screen.  
 
SES leads the industry with its worldwide reach of over 355 million TV households (or 1 billion 
people) and distributes over 8,200 channels via satellite. With SES’s recent unification of its wholly 
owned video services subsidiary, MX1, with its SES Video business unit, SES now manages over 
525 channels and delivers more than 8,400 hours of online video streaming, including over 620 
hours of premium sports and live events per day. Going to market with a unified solution for video 
infrastructure and services means that SES will accelerate the rollout of hybrid linear and non-
linear content delivery services and solutions with unprecedented global reach.  
 
At IBC2019, SES will demonstrate two initial use cases for its new service with Azure. Visitors to 
the SES stand (1.B51) will be able to witness first-hand:  

• Fully managed playout services on Azure, including master playout and localised playout 
including ad detection and replacement 

• The advantages of efficient, high-quality multichannel live IP encoding managed 24/7 by 
SES on Azure  

 
“Our collaboration with Microsoft Azure will enable us to take our portfolio of media services and 
distribution solutions to the next level,” said Ferdinand Kayser, CEO of SES Video. “Our cloud-
enabled media service will be unique to the industry and will offer scalability and flexibility, along 
with increased broadcast quality of service, thanks to the latest AI and machine learning 
capabilities.” 
 
Tad Brockway, Corporate Vice President, Azure Storage, Media, & Edge, Microsoft Corp. 
“Broadcasters and media companies need solutions to deliver high-quality video services globally 
with maximum flexibility, scalability, and reliability. We look forward to working with SES to deliver 
these new solutions on Azure.” 
  



 
 
 
 
 

SES also announced today an expanded relationship with Microsoft that enables connectivity 
between SES’s multi-orbit satellite systems and Azure ExpressRoute. This initiative builds on the 
companies’ broader strategic collaboration and their shared common vision to reach everyone 
with intelligent cloud, media and network solutions.   
 
The SES stand at IBC 2019 is located at stand 1.B51. More details of SES presence at the event 
available here.  
 
For further information please contact: 
 
Suzanne Ong 
Public Relations 
Tel. +352 710 725 500 
suzanne.ong@ses.com 
  
Follow us on:  
 
Social Media  
Blog 
Media Library 

 
 
About SES 
 
SES is the world’s leading satellite operator with over 70 satellites in two different orbits, Geostationary 
Orbit (GEO) and Medium Earth Orbit (MEO). It provides a diverse range of customers with global video 
distribution and data connectivity services through two business units: SES Video and SES Networks. SES 
Video reaches over 355 million TV homes, through Direct-to-Home (DTH) platforms and cable, terrestrial, 
and IPTV networks globally. SES Video delivers a full suite of innovative end-to-end value-added services 
for both linear and digital distribution, and includes the ASTRA satellite system, which has the largest DTH 
television reach in Europe. SES Networks provides global managed data services, connecting people in a 
variety of sectors including telecommunications, maritime, aeronautical, and energy, as well as 
governments and institutions across the world. The SES Networks portfolio includes GovSat, a 50/50 
public-private partnership between SES and the Luxembourg government, and O3b, the only non-
geostationary system delivering fibre-like broadband services today. Further information is available at: 
www.ses.com 
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