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Paris, January 18, 2022 

 

 

The SUEZ Board of Directors notes the success of the Veolia takeover bid  

and adjusts the Group’s governance 

 

The SUEZ Board of Directors, chaired by Philippe Varin, met today to confirm the success of the public 
offer launched by Veolia Environnement the outcome of which enabled the latter to acquire 86.22% of 
the capital and the voting rights in SUEZ1. Given the success of the offer, it was re-opened on January 
12 last and will close on January 27, 2022. 

As a result, the Board of Directors was recomposed and the top management team was changed. 

In line with the previous announcement made by Bertrand Camus, the Board of Directors noted today his resignation 
from both his mandates as Director and as Chief Executive Officer of Suez. 

In line with the Tender Offer Agreement made with Veolia Environnement on May 14, 2021, the Board of Directors then 
noted the resignations of: 

● Miriem Bensalah Chaqroun,  
● Martha Crawford,  
● Anne Lauvergeon,  
● Anthony R. Coscia,  
● Bertrand Meunier,  
● Philippe Petitcolin, 
● Jacques Richier, and 
● Guillaume Thivolle (director representing employee shareholders) and his deputy, Sylvie Chatain.  

The Board of Directors also noted the end of the mandates of Enric Xavier Amiguet Rovira and Agatta Constantini, 
employee representative directors, as a result of the public offer initiated by Veolia Environnement2. 

Three directors have been temporarily maintained in office to ensure business continuity: Delphine Ernotte Cunci, Brigitte 
Taittinger-Jouyet and Philippe Varin. 

As a result of these resignations, the Board of Directors, reduced to three members, coopted the nominations of Delphine 
Bernard, Laure Girodet, Sébastien Daziano, Hervé Lavisse, Eric Taupin as well as Sophie L’Hélias and Philippe Tibi as 
independent directors. 

  

 
1 Based on share capital and theoretical voting rights as of November 30, 2021, including treasury shares, i.e. 639,599,827. 

2 Pursuant to article L.225-27-1 of the French Commercial Code. 
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Following these nominations, which are to be submitted to the next Annual General Meeting for approval, the Board of 
Directors is made up of 10 members:  

● Sophie L’Hélias,  
● Sébastien Daziano, 

 

● Delphine Bernard,  
● Laure Girodet,  
● Hervé Lavisse, 
● Eric Taupin 
● Philippe Tibi 

 

● Delphine Ernotte Cunci 
● Brigitte Taittinger-Jouyet,  
● Philippe Varin 

i.e., five men and five women, including five independent directors, in line with current legal provisions and the AFEP-
Medef Code which the Group applies. 

Following these changes, the Board of Directors has appointed Sophie L’Hélias as Chair and has decided to name 
Sébastien Daziano, Director of Executive Coordination, Surety and Institutional Relations at SUEZ, as Chief Executive 
Officer of the Company, thereby maintaining the current governance mode of SUEZ with the separation of the functions 
of chair and chief executive officer. 

Lastly, the Board has decided to change the composition of Audit and Financial Statements Committee as follows: Brigitte 
Taittinger-Juyet and Philippe Tibi will join the Audit and Financial Statements Committee which will be chaired by 
Delphine Ernotte Cunci. 

The Rules of Procedure of the SUEZ Board of Directors has been updated notably to reflect these changes. 

Biography of the Chair of the Board of Directors 

● Sophie L’Hélias 
 

Sophie L’Hélias obtained an MBA from INSEAD, and a LLM law degree from the University of Pennsylvania, a 
master’s in law from the Panthéon-Sorbonne University and studied at the European Institute of Law in 
Saarbrücken in Germany. 
 
A trained lawyer, she practiced in New York and Paris for several years at a U.S. law firm before specializing 
in finance as Managing Director of a hedge fund in New York. She then created an investor consulting business. 
Specialized in corporate governance, she is the co-founder of the International Corporate Governance Network 
(www.icgn.org), the first international institutional investor network dedicated to corporate governance. She is 
the Chair of LeaderXXchange™ which creates methodologies and products to assess, optimize and integrate 
diversity, sustainable development, and governance in strategies for investors, corporates, and boards of 
directors. She is a Senior Fellow of the Conference Board ESG Center in New York and a member of the 
international consultative committee of the Hawkamah Institute for Corporate Governance in Dubai. Since 2018, 
Sophie L’Hélias has been an independent director of Africa50. She is also an independent director for the 
Echiquier Positive Impact Europe and Climate Impact Europe investment funds managed by La Financière de 
l’Echiquier.  
 
Sophie L’Hélias has been a director on the Kering Board of Directors since April 29, 2016. 
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Biography of the Chief Executive Officer  

● Sébastien Daziano 
 

Sébastien Daziano is a graduate from Sciences Po and a former student at the ENA school. He was deputy 
prefect in Nancy, foreign affairs consultant in charge of Turkey for the Quai d’Orsay (French foreign office), and 
Cabinet Chief for the External Ministry as well as security advisor for the ministry of the interior. He was then 
appointed financial director of the police prefecture and then appointed as a general manager for the French 
national police. He joined the SUEZ Group in May 2019 as Director of Executive Coordination, Surety and 
Institutional Relations. He served as a lecturer in economics at Sciences Po from 2005 to 2018. 

       

Contacts:  
Tiphaine Hecketsweiler       Isabelle Herrier Naufle 
Director of commitment and communications    Media Director 
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tiphaine.hecketsweiler@suez.com     isabelle.herrier.naufle@suez.com 

Twitter: @SUEZ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About SUEZ:  

Since the end of the 19th century, SUEZ has built expertise aimed at helping people to constantly improve their quality of life by protecting their health and supporting 

economic growth. With an active presence on five continents, SUEZ and its 90,000 employees strive to preserve our environment’s natural capital: water, soil, and 

air. SUEZ provides innovative and resilient solutions in water management, waste recovery, site remediation and air treatment, optimizing municipalities’ and 

industries’ resource management through “smart” cities and improving their environmental and economic performance. The Group delivers sanitation services to 64 

million people and produces 7.1 billion m3 of drinking water. SUEZ is also a contributor to economic growth, with more than 200,000 jobs created directly and indirectly 

on an annual basis, and a provider of new resources, with 4.2 million tons of secondary raw materials produced. By 2030, the Group is targeting 100% sustainable 

solutions, with a positive impact on our environment, health, and climate. SUEZ generated total revenue of €17,2 billion in 2020. 

 

Find out more about the SUEZ Group  

on the website & on social media 
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