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ZURICH,  SWITZERLAND,  FEBRUARY 28,  2019  

ABB and Dassault Systèmes enter global 

software partnership for digital industries 
Unique customer value through ABB AbilityTM offering of digital solutions combined 

with Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform 

ABB and Dassault Systèmes today announced a wide spanning global partnership to offer customers in digital industries a 

unique software solutions portfolio ranging from product life cycle management to asset health solutions. The two compa-

nies will provide customers an end-to-end offering of advanced open digital solutions, enhancing competitiveness of in-

dustrial companies, while increasing flexibility, speed and productivity of their products' lifecycles, manufacturing and 

operations. 

The partnership will combine the strengths of  ABB Ability™ digital solutions and Dassault Systèmes' 3DEXPERIENCE 

platform, and build on both companies’ strong installed base, deep domain expertise and global customer access. ABB has 

already adopted the 3DEXPERIENCE platform to model and simulate its solutions before delivering them to its custom-

ers. With this partnership, ABB will develop and provide customers with advanced digital twins, enabling customers to run 

ABB’s solutions and their operations with improved overall efficiency, flexibility and sustainability. 

The companies will, in a staged approach, focus on factory automation and robotics, process industry automation, as well 

as electrification solutions for smart buildings.  The first joint solutions will be showcased at the upcoming industrial Han-

nover Messe trade fair in Germany, April 1-5, 2019.  

"This game-changing partnership will serve our customers to lead in innovation and growth, fundamentally transforming 

their entire value chain to tap the vast opportunities of industrial digitalization. Together, we are offering an open, end-to-

end digital portfolio - from digital twin to asset health - that gives our customers a competitive edge, building on our com-

bined offering, domain expertise and global reach,” said ABB CEO Ulrich Spiesshofer. “ABB is adding Dassault Systèmes 

to its strong partner network for industrial digitalization, including Microsoft, HPE and IBM. We look very much forward 

to working with the entire global Dassault Systèmes team to drive innovation and customer value.” 

“The Industry of the 21st century is no longer determined simply by the ability to manufacture goods. Today’s leaders will 

be determined by superior mastery of technical know-how.  This is the new competitive differentiator and it’s happening 

now due to a convergence of digital technologies that are transforming every aspect of industrial business,” said Bernard 

Charlès, Vice Chairman and CEO, Dassault Systèmes. “In this industry renaissance, a platform approach enables the real 

and virtual worlds to inform and reinforce one another. Our partnership with ABB will draw from decades of combined 

expertise to help customers make the most of this powerful and dynamic trend.”   

In today's highly automated industries, digital factory modeling and flexible, robotized manufacturing systems help busi-

nesses to generate more design iterations at a quicker rate with more robust designs. This, in turn, helps to accelerate the 

shift from mass production to mass customization, where goods are manufactured in a greater variety and in smaller 

batches and in shorter product life cycles. For many manufacturers, the cost of downtime has dramatically increased in 

recent years as just-in-time delivery has become the norm. An hour of downtime at a modern production site can cost more 

than $1 million. 

ABB has already a strong digital solution offering within the industry through its offering ABB AbilityTM. It was launched 

in 2017 and offers more than 210 digital solutions to plan, build and operate industrial operations with higher productivity 

and safety at lower costs.  



 

 

ABB AND DASSAULT SYSTÈMES ENTER GLOBAL SOFTWARE PARTNERSHIP FOR DIGITAL INDUSTRIES 2/3 

Dassault Systèmes works with companies of all sizes in 11 industries to help them meet new challenges in today’s Indus-

try Renaissance. The 3DEXPERIENCE platform integrates all the technologies and capabilities that leverage knowledge 

and know-how into one cohesive digital innovation environment that delivers digital continuity from concept to manufac-

turing to ownership and back. Industrial companies can integrate the platform’s 3D applications to create a digital twin 

that captures insights and expertise from across their entire ecosystem, to measure, assess and predict the performance of 

an industrial asset and help optimize its operation in an intelligent way.  

The ABB – Dassault Systèmes partnership will initially focus on: 

Factory Automation and Robotics 

Digital twin experiences for end-to-end optimization of processes and systems, combined with the flexibility of robotics 

automation, will give factories the agility to adapt to increasingly dynamic markets. This includes ready-to-operate manu-

facturing solutions and services, along with joint consulting for industrial business transformation, to optimize and speed 

the launch of new products. Electronics makers can increase the production of new but short-lived products quickly, while 

food processors can alternate between locally tailored seasonal offerings while producing at high speed. In highly auto-

mated industries such as automotive, the digital twin experience of factories allows an integrated design and manufactur-

ing environment to support new assembly processes with flexible and reconfigurable cells. It also makes it possible to link 

separate systems, such as connecting logistics automation systems to robots at work on manufacturing lines that rely on 

precise parts delivery for optimal production performance.  

 

Smart Buildings 

The digital partnership between Dassault Systèmes and ABB around digital twin systems will enable a seamless workflow 

during design, engineering and operation of buildings, as well as connected sustainable transportation solutions. The avail-

able information, in combination with Dassault Systèmes’ virtual universe 3DEXPERIENCE®, will also allow greater 

customer interaction during the design specification phases and operation.   

 

Process industries: Mining example 

Competitive pressure in process industries, such as mining, requires companies to continuously look for new ways to in-

crease safety, productivity and energy efficiency of sites, while reducing costs and risk of daily operations. A digital model 

of the underground environment, in connection with mine planning and control systems, would allow to optimize energy 

consumption and mine automation, as well as enable mine operators to monitor and optimize production in real-time, 

while running virtual simulations of future scenarios. 

 

### 

 

 

ABB (ABBN: SIX Swiss Ex) is a pioneering technology leader in power grids, electrification products, industrial automa-

tion and robotics and motion, serving customers in utilities, industry and transport & infrastructure globally. Continuing a 

history of innovation spanning more than 130 years, ABB today is writing the future of industrial digitalization with two 

clear value propositions: bringing electricity from any power plant to any plug and automating industries from natural re-

sources to finished products. As title partner in ABB Formula E, the fully electric international FIA motorsport class, ABB 

is pushing the boundaries of e-mobility to contribute to a sustainable future. ABB operates in more than 100 countries with 

about 147,000 employees. www.abb.com 

Dassault Systèmes, the 3DEXPERIENCE Company, provides business and people with virtual universes to imagine sus-

tainable innovations.  Its world-leading solutions transform the way products are designed, produced, and supported.  Das-

sault Systèmes’ collaborative solutions foster social innovation, expanding possibilities for the virtual world to improve 

the real world.  The group brings value to over 250,000 customers of all size, in all industries, in more than 140 coun-

tries.  For more information, visit www.3ds.com. 

http://www.3ds.com/
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3DEXPERIENCE, the Compass logo and the 3DS logo, CATIA, SOLIDWORKS, ENOVIA, DELMIA, SIMULIA, 

GEOVIA, EXALEAD, 3D VIA, BIOVIA, NETVIBES and 3DEXCITE are registered trademarks of Dassault Systèmes or 

its subsidiaries in the US and/or other countries. 

 

 

For more information please contact: 

ABB Media Relations 

Phone: +41 43 317 71 11 

Email: media.relations@ch.abb.com 

Affolternstrasse 44 

8050 Zurich  

Switzerland 

 

  

Dassault Systèmes Press Contacts 

Corporate / France Arnaud MALHERBE  arnaud.malherbe@3ds.com +33 (0)1 61 62 87 73 

North America Suzanne MORAN  suzanne.moran@3ds.com +1 (781) 810 3774 
EMEAR  Virginie BLINDENBERG virginie.blindenberg@3ds.com +33 (0) 1 61 62 84 21 

China  Grace MU   grace.mu@3ds.com  +86 10 6536 2288 

India   Santanu BHATTACHARYA santanu.bhattacharya@3ds.com +91 124 457 7111 
Japan  Yukiko SATO  yukiko.sato@3ds.com +81 3 4321 3841 

Korea  Hyunkyung CHAE  hyunkyung.chae@3ds.com +82 2 3271 6653 

AP South  Magdalene TAN  magdalene.tan@3ds.com  +65 9487 1206  
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